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There is much written about compliance and health care in the human literature. The
extent of non-compliance is a serious problem. Veterinary client compliance has not
been studied extensively. There are only four published veterinary studies, all looking
at short-term antimicrobial use in dogs1-4. In human medicine, the interaction between
the physician and patient has been considered an important factor that influences
compliance5. Thus, one of our hypotheses is that there are components of the humancompanion animal relationship that can be identified by veterinarians and used to
predict client compliance. Owners of dogs who were prescribed antibiotics for acute,
uncomplicated bacterial infections were recruited for this study. The purpose of this
study was to investigate the association between dog owner compliance and potential
determinants using a questionnaire for data collection. The information provided by
this study would assist veterinarians in increasing their clients’ compliance with
short-term antibiotics. Increased compliance has the potential to result in more
treatment successes, less antimicrobial resistance, less infectious disease, timely
preventive medicine, improved animal welfare, and less money spent on recurrent
problems. The research plan and preliminary findings will be presented.
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